
Hiawatha Academies Shasta Re-development 

  1 

Hiawatha Academies Shasta Re-Development 

Community Meeting 
Date: Tuesday 17 October, 2017 

Time: 7:00–8:30 pm 

Place: St Albert the Great, 2836 33rd Ave S Minneapolis MN 55406 

Agenda 
• Introduction to school Principal, Director of Operations and Construction Superintendent 
• Progress updates on key project items identified at prior community meetings 
• Space for neighborhood discussion and engagement now that construction has started 

Attendees 

Sean Elder (Chief Operating Officer, Hiawatha Academies), Nicole Cooley (Principal, Hiawatha Collegiate 
High School), Anna Eddie (Director of Operations, Hiawatha Collegiate High School), Jill Bills (from U+B), 
Bruce Schreiber (Schreiber Mullaney Construction), Cam Gordon, Brian Miller (Seward Redesign), teachers 
from Hiawatha Academies, neighbors. 

Summary 
• Anne welcomed attendees and introduced the agenda. 
• Sean introduced attendees from Hiawatha and facilitated discussion on key project items. 
• Other notes captured below, including action items and open questions. 
• Next neighborhood-wide update meeting will be scheduled for January, 2018. 
• Anticipate that smaller topic-specific meetings (eg, environment / habitat, well) will be held in the 

meantime. 

Action Items 
Suggested action items based on our discussion. I’ll initiate and / or follow up, unless otherwise indicated – 
if anyone wants to volunteer to take any, you’d be welcome! 
• Construction: in addition to agreed method (mail?) for advance 48 hours notification of weekend work, 

this will also be posted at the site (sign on the corner of 36th Ave and 28th St) 
• Owner: Bruce 

• Environment / Landscape: separate meeting to talk about how we might work with the school to 
preserve what remains of the habitat behind the school, and mitigate any impacts from construction and 
operation 

• Charter schools: separate meeting to be scheduled with interested neighbors, assuming local council / 
state representative and possibly Minneapolis school board representative can attend 

• Traffic safety: liaise with public works to schedule marked crossings at 4-way stop intersection of 36th 
Ave and 28th St. 
• Owner: Sean? 

• Bike path: continue to liaise with Public Works / Safe Routes to Schools / Greenway Coalition to see 
whether the exit from the Greenway to 28th St can be improved concurrent with construction, including 
options for accessing the school more safely than via 28th St. 
• Owner: Sean? (Sean / happy to participate in any of these discussions) 

• Bike path: provide council contacts who can assist with the discussions. 
• Owner: Robin 
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• Communication: where on the Hiawatha site is news about the Shasta development? 
• Owner: Sean 

• Well / Aquifer: request that the school engage the community before making a decision to seal the well 
and / or if the well will be used, to provide further opportunity for discussion about stewardship of this 
resource. I would be willing to organize an informational / educational meeting for any interested 
neighbors who would like to learn more about aquifers in general. 

Open Questions 
• Construction: there wasn’t a really clear answer about the percentage of workers that would be union 

workers (eg are non-union subcontractors being used?). 
• Owner: Bruce / Sean 

Construction Schedule 
Traffic 

Trucks are being encouraged to use 36th Avenue to get to the site. 

Neighbors concerned that trucks and construction workers’ vehicles are being parked on 35th Avenue. There 
is a weight limit of 3 tons (school buses exempt); not sure of the regulations for trucks? 
• Note: Bruce followed up re the truck parking on 35th and informed me via Sean that it did not belong to 

anyone in his crew. 

Once the site is cleared, construction vehicles will be parking on the west end of the site. 

Are construction employees union members and / or paid union wages? 
• Bruce Schreiber’s company is part of the carpenters’ union. It is not a requirement to use union workers; 

however, most workers will be part of a union due to the nature of the industry.  

Hours 

While construction will typically begin at 7:00 am and conclude at 5:00 pm, ordinances allow it to finish at 
6:00 pm. Workers may be on site 24 hours. Neighbors are required to be notified 48 hours in advance for 
weekend work. 

Suggestion that this notification is also posted on the site (sign on the corner of 36th Ave and 28th St). 

High-level Schedule 

10/20/2017: heavy jack-hammering should be done with the slabs removed. 

November: footings and foundations – targeting completion by Thanksgiving. 

December / January: structure installed / pre-cast steel; existing building sealed, roofing and heat. 

July: target completion end of July. 

Neighbors are welcome and encouraged to view ongoing construction if interested. 

Utilities 

Concerns about water / gas / electrical work – and potential danger of gas leaks / explosions. Bruce said 
that the site is now safer that it was before construction commenced (due to some vandals leaving electrical 
wires in a live state). 

Sprint cell tower: discussions about extending lease ongoing. No size or expansion being considered. 

Environment / Landscaping 
Marked trees will be staying. 
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Species list in the landscape plan. 

Impact on Habitat 

Removal of trees has destroyed habitat of animals that have only just recently begun to recover (eg owls). 
Concern that construction noise and activity will also have a negative impact.  

Pesticides / Herbicides / Fertilizers 

Would like more specific details requested about how the soccer field in particular will be maintained and 
how any negative impact on pollinators can be avoided as well as run-off from the soccer field. 

Parkway Lawn is the company who will be laying the turf for the soccer field (Sean to confirm) and looking 
after its maintenance. 

Hazardous Waste 

Wenck have been hired to do soil testing. There will be 3 feet of soil removed / replaced at the West end of 
the site in Spring (2018). 

Fencing 

Fencing will be 4’ high vinyl coated chain link fence. There will be no fence along the corridor next to the 
Greenway. 

Lighting 

While lights will be turned off at 10 pm, didn’t address whether this will have an impact (in addition to the 
noise) on the habitat. Nesting owls have only recently returned to the site. 

Traffic Management 
Event parking – Sean will follow up with Anne Sullivan once the school year commences in 2018. 

Public Works have determined that it is not advisable for the best traffic flow to enforce one direction 
through the car park, but advised that it should remain bi-directional and to revisit should congestion prove 
an issue. 

It is within the school’s purview to add signage with respect to exiting onto 36th avenue and attempting to 
turn left. Regulations do not prohibit a left-turn here; however, neighbors felt very strongly that this was an 
accident waiting to happen due to the rail bridge and visibility. Would prefer a right-turn only sign (as per 
Seward Co-op). 

4-way stop: if this intersection is patrolled (by the school), then the intersection can be painted with zebra 
stripes to make it more clearly visible as a 4-way stop. 

Alley-way between 36th and 35th Avenues. Concern about visibility for neighbors exiting this alley way, 
especially during winter months due to the steep grade. No resolution. 

Greenway / Bike Path 
Greenway exit onto 34th Ave across 28th St. Would like to improve this exit by relocating the electrical pole 
so that the bike path can exit more easily (and clearly) onto 28th St. 

After concerns discussed around any additional bike path exits from the Greenway negatively affecting the 
habitat, would like more discussion with the City on how to improve the link between the bike path exit onto 
28th St and safe access for students to the bike parking on the school. 

Community Engagement 
Habitat: rather than simply preserving existing habitat, discuss opportunities for extending. 
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Opportunities for senior citizens. 

First floor will be designed to be made accessible / available to community from an access and security 
standpoint. 

Bike club: there has been a successful program to develop a cycling program with the Seward Montessori 
school. Bruce Martens (Minnesota High School Cycling League and National Interscholastic Cycling 
Association) spoke to this. 

Adult Education. 

Rowing club: Brian Miller mentioned the possibility of engaging students in the Minneapolis Rowing Club, 
particularly given the scholarship opportunities. 

Will the soccer field be rented to others when not in use by the school. Potentially yes; however, usage 
needs to be aligned with maintenance of the field. 

Will the school be using Brackett Park – the facilities at the school will be sufficient to support the students' 
athletic activities (per last meeting). Sean mentioned that there had been a successful collaboration at one 
of the other schools (Morris?) 

From previous July 25 meeting 

Artists space at the school – I wonder if the curriculum has an arts program? If so, we have a rich source of 
artists in the community – perhaps the school might be interested in exploring an 'artist in residence' type of 
program in conjunction with one of the universities (MCAD etc?). 

Farmers market 

Operations 
Sean reminding us that there would be no ‘yellow’ buses transporting students to school. Concerns remain 
around student safety due to traffic along 28th Avenue, grade of alley way (between 36th and 35th Avenues) 
and visibility of pedestrians on sidewalk when exiting and slippery conditions in winter. 

Longer school year: mid-August to 3rd week in June. 

Drop-off: congestion not expected due to longer drop-off period 7:30 – 8:07. 

Field lights: will be LED and pinpoint and will be required to be turned of at 10 pm. They will only be turned 
on during events. 

Communication 
Updates and information will be available on the Hiawatha Schools website (Sean to confirm, I couldn’t 
locate the URL). Notice of future meetings will be via the Seward Neighbors Forum http://forums.e-
democracy.org/groups/mpls-seward, The Longfellow Community Neighbors Forum http://forums.e-
democracy.org/groups/mpls-longfellow, The Longfellow Community Council http://www.longfellow.org/ and 
Nextdoor https://nextdoor.com/ and a local distribution list for neighbors in the 2800 / 2900 blocks. 

Well / Aquifer 
Preliminary investigations have been undertaken by Keys Well Drilling Company. 

The water quality is good and is being sourced from the Jordan Aquifer. There is plenty of information to be 
found on the internet about the Jordan aquifer, aquifers in general if interested, including the following links. 
If there’s interest in a smaller informational meeting to discuss, let me know. 
• http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/docs/freshwater-report4-8-13.pdf 
• http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/programs/gw_section/mapping/platesum/dakocga.html  
• https://iowaenvironmentalfocus.wordpress.com/tag/jordan-aquifer/ 
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The well-casing may not be in good repair. The Department of Health is going to help determine whether or 
not the existing casing can be used (using a camera). If the well-casing can’t be used, the well will likely be 
sealed which would prevent any future use by the school or the community. 

Charter Schools 
Not all neighbors support the ethos of charter schools in general and the impact that the growing number of 
charter schools is having on public schools. 


