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Policy and Procedures for Ash Tree Removal & Replacement in SPSVP Areas 
Effective Date: 6/5/2018 
 
Purpose: To define a policy for the removal and replacement of ash trees in planned street construction 
areas, with the Public Works Saint Paul Street Vitality Program (SPSVP) being the most prominent of 
such construction programs. 
 
Background: The City of Saint Paul, through its Public Works Department, commenced a sewer 
separation program in 1986 that included rebuilding all affected streets.  In 1996, the Residential Street 
Vitality Program (RSVP) was launched to rebuild all remaining streets not affected by sewer separation. 
The stated goal was to have all city streets rebuilt by 2017.  At that time, Forestry adopted an internal 
policy to postpone replanting streets that had pending construction until work was completed. 
However, for various reasons, the 2017 goal was not met and the street re-construction program, now 
renamed Saint Paul Street Vitality Program (SPSVP), is projected to take until 2046 to complete.  
 
In 2009, Emerald ash borer (EAB), an insect known to kill all native species of ash in the United States, 
was discovered in Saint Paul.  In 2010, the Public Works and Parks and Recreation Department’s began 
working together to remove and replace public ash trees from city boulevards as part of the street 
reconstruction process.  Working together made sense both for efficiency and budgetary reasons; 
removing trees that would undoubtedly die due to EAB, and re-landscaping with a more diverse palette 
of new trees on fully restored boulevards. The program worked well for nearly a decade, removing and 
replacing over 1,200 ash trees in these areas.  However, with SPSVP now expected to last through at 
least 2046, a policy (outlined below) to address the remaining ash trees and their replacement in these 
construction areas must be enacted as EAB is expected to kill all ash long before then. 
 

2018-2020: For ash trees in construction areas that are scheduled to begin within three years. 
 

• Ash tree removal will be postponed as long as possible or until deemed necessary by the 
Forestry section of the Parks & Recreation Department due to tree health. 

• In the areas where ash tree removal is found to be necessary, those ash trees will not be 
replaced until the boulevard restoration portion of the street reconstruction process is 
complete.  Reasons for postponing tree replacement prior to construction are due to the 
probability of higher mortality of newly planted trees caused by subsequent: 

• Boulevard regrading  

• Mechanical injury  

• Soil compaction 

• Service line (utility) upgrades, including unmarked sewer lines 

• Sidewalk installation 

• Street alignment or widening 
 

• Property owners who wish to have a tree planted prior to street and boulevard reconstruction 
will still have the option of applying for a tree planting permit through the Forestry office.  These 
permits will be reviewed and subsequently approved or denied on a case-by-case basis.  Should 
a planting permit be approved, the property owner will be informed that the City will not be 
held responsible for damage to or removal of said tree during street reconstruction. 
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• The notification process for ash tree removal under this policy will include a postcard mailed to 
all addresses on affected streets with information on the removal timeline, and direction to the 
City EAB website (www.stpaul.gov/eab) for further information, including this policy.   

 

2021 and Beyond: For ash trees in construction areas that are scheduled to begin in 2021 or later. 
 

• Ash tree removal will be postponed as long as possible or until deemed necessary by the 
Forestry section of the Parks & Recreation Department due to tree health. However, it is 
expected that all untreated ash trees will be infested with EAB and showing signs of significant 
decline by 2021. 

• In the areas where ash tree removal is found to be necessary, those ash trees will be replaced in 
accordance with the ash tree replacement policy and funding current at the time of removal.  

• Priority for tree replanting will go to blocks where more than 50% of the trees have been 
removed due to mortality from Emerald ash borer. Scattered individual tree removals, or blocks 
where less than 50% of the trees were removed, will not necessarily be replanted for or will 
receive lesser priority. 

• Boulevard planting sites found to require extensive grading, or that are not suitable for tree 
establishment, will not be replanted until construction is complete. 

• It is possible that replacement trees may be detrimentally impacted and require removal as part 
of a construction project.  However, due to the current timeline for SPSVP completion (est. 
2046) it is not acceptable to delay the replacement of trees for more than three (3) years. 

• The notification process for ash tree removal under this policy will include a postcard mailed to 
all addresses on affected streets with information on removal timeline, and direction to the City 
EAB website (www.stpaul.gov/eab) for further information.   
 

 

http://www.stpaul.gov/eab
http://www.stpaul.gov/eab

