
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

NOBSCOT UNION CHAPEL 

  

 

[excerpts from 2014 proposal used for Chapel RFP #s 1 and 2] 

The following proposal represents a “vision” that would benefit 

not only the redevelopment of Nobscot square, but more 

importantly become a beacon of renaissance to the economic 

rebirth and vitality of the Nobscot community at large. With 

the acquisition of the Nobscot Chapel,  we, as a family-style 

business operation, would preserve the historical significance 

of the building, add an upscale business presence to the 

square, and thus, be an independent anchor and model for 

other businesses to follow. 

 



 

THE ORIGIN OF THE CHAPEL 

 

 

On the 15th day of May, 1880, seven Framingham residents penned an 

agreement to form a corporation to be known as “The North 

Framingham Protestant Union Chapel Association”.  The group 

consisted of Edgar Hemenway, Gilbert Childs, John Fenton, Angus 

Potter, William Hamilton, Elbert Hemenway and William H. Abbott.   

“The purposes and object of this association shall be to 

receive, hold, invest or expend all such sums of money, 

bequests or devises of property as may come to their 

possession and control for the purpose of erecting, 

maintaining, and furnishing a chapel in that part of 

Framingham  afore-said, known as North Framingham.”   

The following Monday, witnessed by Justice of the Peace Josiah 

Williams, Edgar Hemenway was named treasurer and Hamilton, Childs, 

Potter and Abbott all were named directors. 

Edgar Hemenway resided at the gambrel house presently located across 

form the entrance to Heritage.  Among his land holdings was a “35 

square rod” (.22 acre) lot located “at the junction of the County road from 

Framingham to Sudbury, and on the easterly side, with 

the road leading from Marlboro to Saxonville” (today 

known as Edgell and Edmunds/Water Streets).  

On the 27th of August, 1880, Edgar deeded this 

property to the Chapel Association for the sum 

of one dollar – “namely for the erection thereupon of 

a building to be used for religious, educational and 

charitable purposes .” 

Soon thereafter, the chapel was built. 

More than a century later, after thousands of 

Framingham residents have utilized religious, educational and charitable 

services within – the disposition of this historic landmark is in your 

hands.                                

 

 



 

TIPPLING ROCK TRADING POST 
Café, Market & Meeting House 

        

 

Vision  

• Preserve the Nobscot Chapel:  Restoring the building and 
transforming  it into mixed use (retail/community/cultural) 

• Become the “model” for 
Framingham and other 
municipalities--bringing 
community and retail together -
- revitalizing the “village” 
concept  

• Incorporate the local 
historical/cultural perspective 
into the retail marketing, special 
event and educational aspects 
of the operation 

• Create a meeting house 
atmosphere by utilizing space for local gatherings when possible 

 

 

 

Concept 

• Concept: Upscale coffee/comfort food/bakery  
           establishment with a  “meeting house” section                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
to be used as a local gathering spot 

• Business Model:  Starbucks meets Panera meets  
          REI w/ “Nobscot 1880 historical flavor” 

• Target Market: Upscale Framingham, Sudburyand 
surrounding towns 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Items 

• High-end Crafted Coffees: either roasted 
on site or imported from a local/regional 
Coffee Roasting Establishment.  Seasonal 
gourmet blends/Roasted varieties packaged 
for retail sale/product to be sold at local farmers markets as well 
 

• Gourmet Paninis: A medley of the 
latest in gourmet paninis   grilled on-site with a 
selection of home baked breads /Flats: 
Flatbread paninis served hot or cold 
 
 

 

• Specialty Soups: Prepared a-la Panera with seasonal. Veggie and 
meat chilis, sold and marketed as “Fire Tower Chili” – referenced 
to the old fire tower atop Nobscot Mountain 
 

• Gelato: (soft rich ice cream containing little 
or no air) Our unique Gelato creations will 
be based on the traditional high-end gelato 
infused with a wide selection of fresh fruits 
(folded in)  

 

• Italian Sodas / Local Cheeses / Home-fresh Breads and 
other Bakery Items 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Theme/Décor 

 

• Theme: Nobscot circa 1900 
Expedition/Adventure/The Outdoors; Old &New 
 

• Décor:  Trapper/Hunter/Pioneer/Nipmuc with historical items 

on walls/ceilings –antiques & 

collectibles.  Tie-in w/modern day 

adventure items, ie: snowshoes, 

kayaks, backpacks, rock climbing 

gear, etc.  Nobscot memorabilia to 

be collected and displayed as well.  

Looking into Nobscot Spring Water 

Bottling Company & Nobscot Beverages items. 

 

Historical Nobscot Documents 

• We have acquired a number of original documents relating to the 

chapel and Nobscot in general – including property deeds, letters, 

chapel books, registers, association by-laws, etc.  Our plan is to 

preserve and/or display many of these items for public viewing. 

 

Nobscot Historical Tie-ins 

Cafe business name: “Tippling Rock Trading Post”. This will be a 

division of Tippling Rock Trading Co. which will not only oversee the 

Trading Post, but handle advertising, charitable giving, merchandising 

and e-commerce programs.  

Tippling Rock is a historical spot on Nobscot Mountain. The favorite 

theory on Tippling Rock is that the boulder on top of the outcropping 

 



 

used to tipple, as in rock back and forth. One theory is that the Native 

Americans would tipple it to send sound thru the rock for 

communication .  Hundreds of hikers hike up to Tippling Rock each 

year. 

A major new feature of the building’s interior will be the addition of a 
large fireplace, with a stone wall surround doubling as a water feature, 
penned “Ford’s Folly”. Water will be leaking out of the stone at various 
points.  Ford’s Folly is an extremely well-hidden dam, constructed deep 

in the woods on the side of 
Nobscot Mountain. The dam 
was intended to supply water 
to the Wayside Inn, but never 
held water. A description 
from an historical website 
relates: “In 1923, Henry Ford 
stepped in to protect the 
Wayside Inn as a "splendid 
example of colonial 
America." He purchased 

nearly 1500 acres surrounding the Inn, built a traditional New England 
style chapel, a field stone grist mill (rumored to be the "most 
photographed historic site") and moved The Redstone School or "Little 
Red Schoolhouse" (of Mary and her little lamb fame) to its current site. 
In addition, Ford moved the old Parmenter-Garfield general store from 
Sudbury center to Marlboro and built "Ford's Folly" (the 60 ft. dam up 
on Nobscot Mountain, so named for its refusal to hold water despite 
years of labor). Obsessed with historic authenticity, all construction and 
renovations had to be accomplished in "the traditional manner" using 
only man and oxen power.”  The dam however, leaked and never held 
water, thus, “Ford’s Folly”. 

• Merchandising of products with Nobscot tie-ins including “Halo” 

brand coffees (chapel tie-in), “Fire Tower Chili” (w/packaging & 

logo of Fire Tower on mountain), Old Jethro (famed Nipmuc 

Indian), Ford’s Folly (failed dam on mountain), and more. 

  

 

Ford's Folly 1 

 



 

 

• Educational: Speaker 

series w/authors such as 

Parr & Swope 

(“Framingham Legends and 

Lore”), “Nipmuc and 

Praying Indian Event” 

around Thanksgiving for 

Hemenway, Potter Road 

and other school kids.  We 

would have cultural 

festivals, based out of the Trading Post. Other events could 

include: outdoor canoe building, totem pole building and Tee Pee 

set-ups (those indigenous to the area and historical 

period(s).Cultural events would also be planned for indoors 

 

    

 



 

Community Outreach / Meeting House 

• One night a week would be reserved for 

Nobscot & Framingham group 

meetings (at no cost), including, 

but not limited to: Nobscot 

Neighbors, Framingham Library 

Commission, Hemenway School 

parent/teacher groups, Rail Trail meetings, 

Board meetings for FGFS, FBL, Youth 

football/hockey/lacrosse, town rep meetings, 

candidate nights, etc. 

• Free delivery program (with discounts) for 

seniors at both the Schulman House and the 

Heritage Assisted Living facility in Nobscot 

• Food drop to Framingham shelter program – 

and Pearl Street food pantry 

• Tippling Rock Triathlon (triple charity event) 

Canoeing on the Sudbury River, cycling to 

the mountain, ending with a run-up to 

Tippling Rock. 

• Annual Tippling Rock Mountain Race 

(Framingham charity) 

• Annual winter Tippling Rock Snow Shoe Race (Framingham 

charity) 

• Nobscot Village Day 

• Annual Mountain Bicycle Race     

(Framingham charity) 

• Annual Nobscot Holiday Lighting Ceremony 

& Celebration 

• Quarterly Nobscot “Villager” tabloid 

newsletter w/Nobscot retail owners’ biographies, 

historical articles, coupons, advertising, etc. (old time format). 

Interviews and story writing could be done FHS/Marian high 

school students (those who aspire to be in the journalism sector) 

 

 

 



 

• Round Kiosk on property (Water Street side) with 

flyers for local events/programs/lost cats, etc., 

encased in plexi or glass – changed bi-weekly 

• Cooking classes with emphasis on those looking 

for a job in the food/beverage industry 

• Tippling Rock sponsorship of Framingham Little 

League/Softball/Hockey, etc.  programs 

• Home base for new “Canoeing on the Sudbury” 

and “Snow Shoeing” programs/events 

 

 

Chapel Build-out 

• The Chapel will be preserved to the greatest degree that logistical 

matters permit 

• We have obtained a 21-page professional inspection report on the 

building – that was done in 2011.  We are aware of any structural 

concerns or attributes related to the structure 

• Principal in this project is a Massachusetts licensed construction 

supervisor (General Contractor/Builder) whose specialty is in 

working with 18 & 19th century structures 

• Many of the materials in the building will be reclaimed and used in 

the build-out 

• Materials from excavation will be screened – for items of 

historical significance on the site – to be displayed in the new(er) 

building 

• Outdoor historical lighting to include wall wash up-lighting that 

will highlight the historical significance of the building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Chapel Relocation 

• The plan for relocation is for the building to be raiised off the 

foundation and temporarily moved to a southerly position. 

• With a newly located footprint on the same parcel--that would 

allow for the City’s corner-widening project, a full basement 

would be excavated and foundation-poured (with utility hookups 

set in).  The structure would be relocated on this new foundation. 

• Structure move company to be utilized:  (name removed) 

• Site work/foundation contractor:  (name removed) 

• Chapel build-out by Rick McKenna, Symphony Builders, 

Nobscot, Framingham. 

• See attached exhibit for relocation 

 

 

  



 

 

“Very, Very Local” Farm to Table Concept 

• Cheeses from the new “Nobscot Artisan 

Cheeses” at Eastleigh Farm and other local 

cheeseries 

• Dairy and other products from Local  

Farms  

• Fresh Breads/Bakery Products – Baked on-site or locally sourced 

• The “Villager” monthly tabloid with promotions/info on the 

Nobscot retailers 

• Subcontractors for the build-out would 

be primarily from the Framingham or 

Framingham area 

• Involvement of high school students in 

many of the ancillary marketing, education 

and cultural programs 

• A family run business consisting of two 

families from Nobscot that are highly motivated to become an 

instrumental partner in the rebirth of the Nobscot business center 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Development Team 

 

Rick McKenna - Principal 

• Nobscot resident 

• Owner – Symphony Builders (specializing in restoration and 
preservation projects) 

• General Contractor/MA Licensed Construction Supervisor – 
residential/commercial 

• 25 years in Marketing /Advertising with experience in restaurant 
marketing and communications 

• Past Coach & Board Member  – Framingham Girls Fastpitch 
Softball  

• Framingham Baseball League and Bay State All Stars Coach 

• Framingham United Soccer parent 

• Past Community & Business organizer – City of Newton 

• Hemenway School, Walsh and Framingham High School parent 

• Active member - Nobscot Neighbors community group 

• Set up historical lighting on Nobscot post office/library 

• Currently coordinating the interior restoration project for the  
post office/library/ticket station in Nobscot 

• Project proposer for Nobscot Park expansion which would 
include Exer-trail System, Cross Country Skiing/Snowshoeing 
trails and Park Pavilion w/Outdoor natural amphitheatre  
 

(Names Removed) – Tippling Rock Group 

• Nobscot residents 

• Opened over 1500 QSR (Quick Service Restaurants) 

• Experience with Panera Bread, Dunkin Brands, BP Oil, 
McDonalds 

• Master Chef – Culinary Institute of America 

• Upscale & Resort food service staff training 

• Serv-Safe Certified 

 

 

    



 

 Financial  

• (removed) 

 

 

 

In Summary . . . 

A win, win situation for all.  The preservation of one of Nobscot’s 

most historical buildings.  A much-needed upscale business that 

will champion the renaissance of the presently defunct and 

dilapidated business square.  A vehicle for the edification of the 

historical significance of Nobscot. We are ready to dedicate all our 

energies and experiences to forge this vision into a successful 

reality. 

 

 

 

 


