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BREAKING NEWS: As SWLRT Municipal Consent vote 

nears, Minneapolis Fire Chief says safety of Kenilworth Tunnel 

Plan “certainly is questionable”; in youtube interview Chief 

hopes “first responders are certainly actively involved in that 

planning process” 

Note: An attached .pdf News Release version includes graphics. 

Disclosure: bobagain is a registered Lobbyist, representing “We the 

People”, an informal association; he has announced a campaign to 

win a Pulitzer Prize for investigative reporting, covering the 

“unfolding and unraveling SWLRT disaster”, has launched a Crowd Funded video 

series, and is also launching a for-profit business to offer better transit solutions. 

Contact: Bob “Again” Carney Jr (bobagain): bobagaincarneyjr@gmail.com; cell phone: (612) 812-4867  

Visit: www.bobagain.com 

Minneapolis 9/11/15 – Minneapolis Fire Chief John 

Fruetel said at Sen. Al Franken’s September 2
nd

 rail 

safety event the Metro Council’s Southwest LRT plan to 

have mile long chemical trains traveling above a tunnel 

in the Kenilworth Corridor with two light rail trains 

inside “certainly is questionable”.  Chief Fruetel said he 

hopes “first responders are certainly actively involved in 

that planning process and what [unclear, he might have 

said “the hell”] it looks like, and to meet our response 

needs.”  

Chief Fruetel’s statement was in response to a question from Transit advocate, registered lobbyist for “We the 

People” (informal association), entrepreneur and “candidate-journalist” Bob “Again” Carney Jr. (“bobagain”), 

who included the brief interview in a new youtube video, “This is ……… Chapter 2”, part of bobagain’s crowd 

funded video series examining what he terms the “unfolding and unraveling SWLRT disaster”, and transit 

issues more generally.  A “screen scrape” photo of the youtube title screen is above. 

Chapter 2 of “This is………” is on-line at youtube.com, and can be accessed from both the youtube “bobagain 

channel” (enter “bobagain channel” in the youtube search box), or at www.bobagain.com. 

mailto:bobagaincarneyjr@gmail.com
http://www.bobagain.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P4Px8D9RAC8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P4Px8D9RAC8
http://www.bobagain.com/
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Here is a transcript of bobagain’s brief interview of Chief Fruetel; a screen-scrape photo is below, it can be 

found at 5:35 (minute 5, second 35) of Chapter 2 of “This is………”: 

bobagain: “Got time for a quick 

question?”  

Chief Fruetel: “What’s that?” 

bobagain: “I’m doing a documentary on 

the Southwest Light Rail plan in the 

Cities.  And the current plan is to have 

mile long chemical trains that are going 

above, a little bit off set, but they’re going 

above a half a mile tunnel, and there can 

be up to two light rail trains in that tunnel.  Do you think that’s safe?” 

Chief Fruetel: “Not… well without looking… the way you described it it certainly is questionable, you 

know… how that would look… I want to see the plan on that, what that would look like, going forward, 

and be… I would like to be a part of that plan, to be able to look at that.  And I think, you know, so far, 

we’ve only had one meeting, we’re talking about tunnels, and the length of tunnels.  I’m always 

concerned about that, as I am concerned about what goes over above it.  So it’s always a concern that I 

just hope that, my hope, that the first responders are certainly actively involved in that planning process 

and what [unclear, he might have said “the hell”] it looks like, and to meet our response needs.” 

… 

Chief Fruetel, walking away: “So, that’s going to be on youtube?” 

bobagain: “It is.  That’s a fact.”  

 

Sen. Franken was asked essentially the same question by bobagain at the September 2
nd

  rail safety press 

conference; that exchange is at 4:45 (minute 4, second 45) of Chapter 2 of “This is………”: 

Today, bobagain hand delivered a letter to the Minneapolis Mayor and City Council members, including the 

above transcript, and concluding: 

“I am shocked and appalled by the evident lack of involvement of Chief Fruetel and other First 

Responders in the planning process, and in the assessment leading up to the Municipal Consent vote. I 

will be following up with another letter Monday, calling on all of you to sign one of two statements, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P4Px8D9RAC8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P4Px8D9RAC8
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saying that the current plan is (or is not) safe.  You are ultimately accountable on this issue.  This issue 

needs to be addressed.” 

Before today’s City Council meeting, bobagain also gave Transportation Committee Chair Kevin Reich a copy 

of bobagain’s 31 page alternative SWLRT plan, re-routing to Uptown and the I-35W corridor, and reaching the 

Convention Center.  Reich has agreed to meet with bobagain; Reich was also given a copy of bobagain’s letter, 

and Reich said he would follow up with Chief Fruetel. 

“Chief Fruetel’s safety concerns about the Kenilworth Tunnel plan, and his hope that First Responders are 

‘certainly actively involved in that planning process’, comes more than a year after the Minneapolis City 

Council approved Municipal Consent for an essentially identical Kenilworth plan, on a 10-3 vote.  I am calling 

on, and challenging, the ‘mainstream media” to investigate and report on how and why Minneapolis First 

Responders have apparently been so incredibly marginalized in the Southwest LRT planning and Municipal 

Consent process; and to investigate whether the Kenilworth Tunnel plan is, in fact, safe, or incredibly dangerous 

– that’s my view of it.  I am particularly concerned about the danger of a terrorist attack on a mile train hauling 

Bakken Crude Oil.  This safety issue, and specifically the danger of a terrorist attack, is covered in depth in 

Chapter 2 of my video series, so of course I encourage everyone to view all of Chapter 2,” bobagain concluded.  

<end> 

 


